Setting Up a Tropical Fish Tank: Information Sheet

Have you ever thought of setting up a fish tank as a hobby?  It’s fun and easy to do.  To get started you need seven things: a tank, some gravel, a pump, an underwater filter, a light, a heater, and water.  Of course, you also need a place to put the tank and a place to plug in the heater, pump, and light.  That’s it.  You don’t need fish.  They come later.  Don’t be in a hurry to put fish into a new tank.  If you rush things, you’ll kill the fish.

Don’t buy any tank smaller than 20 gallons.  Bigger is better.  A 10-gallon tank will only hold a very few small fish.  Figure out where you want the tank before you set it up; it’s tough to move later.  You don’t have to buy a special stand, but make sure that whatever you put the tank on will hold plenty of weight.  A 20-gallon tank filled with water weighs well over 150 pounds.  Put the tank somewhere away from the light.  Even small amounts of natural light encourage the growth of algae, which, though actually beneficial to some fish, will also cloud the water and turn it an unattractive murky green.

When you have your tank where you want it, install the filter.  This needs to go in before anything else.  Do not plug anything in yet, however.  Next add the gravel.  You need 10 pounds for every 10 gallons of water in the tank.  You don’t need to rinse or clean gravel from a pet store; it is ready to go.

Once the gravel is in place, add the water.  Use clear water from your tap.  It is a good idea to add dechlorinator to neutralize any chemicals in the water before adding fish.  Dechlorinator is available from any pet store.  Fill the tank close to the top, remembering you will still need to add the heater.

Next, hook up the heater and set it to 80 degrees.  Make sure it’s well submerged in the tank.  Most heaters are fully submersible, cord and all.  Be careful not to set the temperature too high; not all fish can stand water temperatures of 90 degrees or more. 

Now turn on the light, admire how nice everything looks, and plug in the pump to start your filter system.  Keep in mind that the pump forces air through the system.  As you turn it up you add more air to the water.  You also move the water around more.  Some species of fish do well with all that commotion, but others do not, so keep this in mind later when you choose your fish.

Finally, let the tank “cure” for 5 to 10 days—or even more, if you can stand the wait.  This allows for the establishment of healthful bacteria to deal with pollution in the tank.  When you’re finally ready to add the fish, add just a few—perhaps one (or two at most) for every five gallons of water until you are sure the bacteria are sufficiently well established to keep your fish alive.
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Unit Test 

Multiple Choice  (* = correct answer)

1. 
About how much gravel is needed in a new tank?

a. 
About 10 pounds.

b. 
About 10 pounds for every 10 gallons of water. *

c. 
It depends on the size of the tank.

d. 
About 1,000 pounds.

2.  Of the seven basic items you need to start up a new fish tank, which of the following is NOT one of them?

a. 
Fish. *

b. 
Gravel.

c. 
A filter.

d. 
All of the above.

3. 
The first step in setting up a new fish tank is to

a. 
Buy a fish.

b. 
Buy the tank.

c. 
Put the tank where you want it. *

d. 
Put in the water.

4. 
The main purpose of the dechlorinator is

a. 
To kill algae in the water.

b. 
Encourages the growth of beneficial bacteria.

c. 
It cleans the gravel.

d. 
Make the water safe for the fish. *

5. 
If you add fish to a new tank too soon, which of the following undesirable results will occur?

a. 
The fish will get sick.

b. 
The fish will die. *

c. 
The fish will grow rapidly.

d. 
Healthful bacteria will begin to grow.

6. 
The main purpose of the air pump is to

a. 
Pump air into the water. *

b. 
Empty water from the tank.

c. 
Keep the fish moving at a fast pace.

d. 
Stir up the water so it will look cloudy.

7. 
It would probably be a good idea to set up a new fish tank

a. 
Near a window.

b. 
On a small bookcase.

c. 
Slowly, taking your time. *

d. 
Close to an electrical outlet.

True/False

8. 
It is a good idea to not put a new fish tank too far away from natural light.  
True  False

9. 
Natural light can stimulate the growth of algae, thus killing some fish.  
True  False

Fill In
10. You should set the temperature in your tank at _____  _____.
11. After your fish tank has cured for ____ weeks, add ____ fish for every ____ gallons or ____.
Matching

12.  Match items on the left with those on the right.  Use each item on the left once or more than once.

a. Pump
______1.  Cleans the water

b. Filter
______2.  Reduces pollution

c. Algae
______3.  Adds air to water

d. Heater
______4.  Dangerous to fish

e. Bacteria
______5.  Turns water murky

f. Filter
______6.  Harmful to fish

g. Dechlorinator
______7.  90 degrees

h. Pollution
______8.  80 degrees

i. Light
______9.  Don’t add to soon

j. Gravel
______10. Helpful to fish


______11. Kills fish


______12. Add last


______13. Add first


______14. Causes algae


______15. Ready to go


______16. Helps show off fish attractively

Essay
13. Choose one of the following and write a one-paragraph answer (30 minutes, 50 points).
a. 
Explain why it is important not to add new fish to your tank too soon.

b. 
Do you agree or disagree that setting up a new fish tank is a simple process?  Explain your reasons.

